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Si Te Propofiti nondum pudet, atque eadem cf meny 
Ut Lona fumma putes aliena vivere guadra ; 

Si potes illa pati, quae nec Sarmentus iniguas 
Cexfaris ad menfas, nec vilis Gabba tuliffet, 
Quamvis juraio metuam Tibi credere Tefti. Juve 





Othing can adminifter more Relief from 
the Pain, which Thofe of a gencrous 
Mind feel, upon feeing worthlefs ‘Tools 
advanced and preferred to Men of real 
Merit, than the fordid Dependance and 
vile Subferviency, to which they are 
obliged to fubmit. When a Wretch, without Merit 
or Parts, finds Favour ia the Eyes of a great Man, and 
is taken into his Service, he muft become an abfolute 
Creature to his Will, and {tick st nothing to carry on 
his Defigns ; for it was on this Account only, that he 
was promoted above Men of Virtue and Underftand- 
ing. He muft affert Falfhoods, maintain Abfurdities, 
and reconcile Contradiftions. He mutt be a Pimp, a 
Paralite, and a Buffoon, as Occafion requires. He 
muft jump over Sticks, and lick up the Spittle of his 
Mafter. He muft lie, fwear, fuborn and betray. He 
muft have no Opinions nor Confcience of his own, 
His Paflions and Appetites muft be always under Com- 
mand; and his Heart and his Tongue move only by 
Direction In fhort, he muft be as mechanical as a 
Clock or a Pu'pet 5 acquiring That by Hadit, which is 
Necefity in them 5 but above all, he muft be — 
y 
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ly ready at a dirty Job, aud take it as a particular Ho- 
nour to be concern’d in Actions, which deferve the 
Gallows. Nay, he will fometimes find himfelf obliged 
to martify a corrupt Heart, and thwart a mifchievous 
Difpofition, by being employ’d in the Caufe of Truth, 
Virtue, Honefty and Jultice, whenever they happen 
to firike in with the Views and Intereft of his nadie 
Patron. 

It is very pleafant to obferve the Conduét of thefe 
Men, when they have a bad Caute to palliate, or fome 
neceflary Falfhood to defend; to fee how the poor 
Creatures are forced to fhuffle, evade and prevar cates 
how they will bob, turn and double like an hunted 
Hare, ti!l they are driven to the lait wretched Shifts 
of appealing to Authority, and making it Trea/fon to 
difpute or expofe their Abfurdities; tho’ at the fame 
Time (which makes it ftill more diverting) they ge- 
nerally aflure us that, as for themfelves, they are per- 
feétly unprejudiced, and {peak without any Attachment 
to Parties or Perfons. 

Jf you ask their Opinion of any publick Tranfaai- 
on, or of a mew Book, which has any Thing of a poli- 
tical Nature interfpers’d in it, they will either totally 
decline any Anfwer, till they have a proper Cue given 
them; or hafitate, fhrug up their Shoulders and de- 
mur. If you prefs them farther, they will look round 
them very circumfpeétly on every Side, to ice that no 
fufpicious Perfon isnear, who may happen to catch an 
unwary Word out of their Mouths, and carry it to 
their Maffers. If They find that the Coait is clear, 
perhaps they will vouchiafe to favour you with a te- 
dious, long-winded Period, in the Form of an Anfwer, 
dropt out by Piece-meal, Word after Word, in the 
moft cautious and deliberate Manner ; keeping up your 
Attention with broken Sentences, Suppofitions, and 
dark Intimations, fil?d up with wife Nods, Winks, 
and political Grimaces, for half an Hour together, 
and, at length, leaving you to conclude, either that 
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they wnderftand nothing of the Matter, or elfe daxe not 
truft you with their rea/ Opinion. 

I ftepped, one Day laft Week, into a Coffee-houfe 
near Covent-Garden where I found a Knot of thefe 
abjeét Creatures in difpute with another Set of Men, 
who feem’d to be more difinterefted. Their Difcourfe 
turn’d on a certain worthy Gentleman, who had very 
much encumber’d his Eftate by feveral vexatious Law- 
feits, and the bad Management of his principal Ser- 
vants. 

Both Parties profeffed an equal Refpeét for him ; but 
one of Thofe, who feem’d to be moft heartily and 
truly his Friends, began to bewail his Circumftances, 
and hoped that the Experience of his paft Condué 
would induce him to retrench his Expemces; to live 
more aeighbourly ; and endeavour by Frugality to re- 
cover his Affairs —To which one of the Creatures re- 
ply’d, with fome Vehemence, that he was of a diffe- 
rent Opinion, and thought the beft way for his Friend 
to get out of Debt, was to borrow more Money; live 
juft in the fame Manner ; keep the fame Servants ; and 
go to Law with reas Fae, who gave him the leaft 
Provocation. he Company began to ftare at 
This ; upon which, faid he, I know, Gentlemen, that 
this Affertion may feem fomewhat odd to thofe Per- 
fons, who are not thoroughly acquainted with thefe 
Subjects, and have not accuftomed themfelves to this 
Manner of Reafoning ; but I will undertake to de- 
monttrate the Juftnefs of it to the meaneft Capacity ; 
whereupon he call’d for a Pen and Ink, and {craw!’d 
over a Sheet of Paper, with Figures, Schemes, and 
Calculations ; by which means he puzzled the Under- 
ftandings of the Company in fo mafterly a Manner, 
that his Opponents were obliged to give up the Point, 
and drop the Difpute. 

This made him proceed with more Freedom and 
Alacrity, by affuring us that it was undeniably a great 
Advantage to any Gentleman to be in debt, and mort- 
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gage his Eftate; becaule, faid he, it keeps thofe Per- 
fons, who /end the Money, in a conftant Dependance 
on him, who éorrows it ; and ftrengthens the Tit/e to 
his Eftite, by lodging his Securities in other Hands. 

The fame Gentleman was pleas’d to obferve, that 
the Practice of Srock-joBBING, as it feems to be efta- 
blifhed in this Kingdom, was one of the greateft 
Bleflings, which a Nation can enjoy ; as it makes Mo- 
ney circulate, by confining it to a few Hands; en- 
courages Trade; promotes Indufry; and is of great 
Advantage to the woollen Manufaéure. 

He told us farther, that the beft Form of Govern- 
ment in the World is That, where the moft ad/olute 
and unlimited Confidence is repofed, not in the Prince 
himfelf (which has been a common Error in Politicks ) 
but in his Miniffers ; and he did not {cruple to affert 
that England always profper’d moft, and made the 
greateft Figure under thofe Reigns, in which the 
Prime-Ministers have been known to prefide over 
their Sovereions. 

I was quite thunder-ftruck with fuch extraordinary 
Maxims, and went away full of Admiration of our 
northern MacHIAVEL. 

Now I am upon this Subje&t, I muft not forget to 
take Notice with what great Dexterity thefe Gentle- 
men can invert their Opinions, and chop about with 
every Breath of State-Wind ; for it is one of the main 
Branches of their Duty, not only to fay any thing to 
ferve a Turn; but likewife, if it be found expedient, to 
unfay it again and maintain the other fide of the Que- 
ftion, with equal Confidence and Vigour; a Part, 
which I have often had the Pleafure to fee them att, 
with the utmoft Facility, and without any Marks of 
Shame or Remorfe. 

I need not go far back for Inftances of This. Al- 
moft every Body can remember the Time, when an 
Alliance between Britain and France was reprefented, 
by certain Gentle men, as the moft unnatural Conjunc- 
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tion in the World. It cannot be forgot what Pains 
were taken to demonftrate This from the very C/i- 
mate and Situation of the Country; from the Genius, 
Marrers, Trade, and Mnnufafures of the People; but, 
above all, from that o/d, innate, hereditary Enmity, 
which they have been found to bear to this Nation. 
Nay, they went fo far as to brand them by wholefale 
as a profligate Race of Men, who were incapable of 
Friendbip and Fidelity to any of their Neighbours. 
‘The dona fides of France was become as proverbial as 
the Punick Faith of old, and efteemed a fort of Para- 
dox in Politicks ; infomuch, that it was judg’d unfafe 
to put any Confidence in their moft folemn Affurances. 
I could not, at that Time, approve of fuch general 
Reproaches on a brave and great Kingdom, which I 
looked on as too violent and partial ; and I blefs God 
for {paring my Life fo long, as to fee thefe zealous Pa- 
triots convinced of their Miftake, and fully fatisfy‘d 
that the French Nation is capable of being a true and 
faithful Ally to Great Britain. 

But we may ftill bring this Affair much nearer to 
the prefent Times—What was more talk’d of, about a 
Year ago, than the formidable Strength of the King of 
Prufia ? We were told, by fome Perfons, that he had 
fuch a numerous and powerful Army on Foot; fo well 
officer’d and difciplin’d ; that he was almoft fing/y able 
to meet the Emperor in the Field ?—Whiat his Majefty 
of Prujfia has done fince to forfeit the good Opinion 
of thefe Gentlemen, I know not ; but it is plain that 
their Language is ftrangely alter’d of late. Indeed 
they ftill own that he has a /arge Army ; but then it is 
chiefly compofed of forced Men; is {fo ill paid; and 
there is fuch Danger of their revo/ting, that his Af 
fiftance is now fcarce worth our Acceptance. 

On the other hand, Gisra/tar feem’d to lofe Ground, 
at the fame Time that his Prufian Majefty flourifh’d 
in their Efteem; for it is wel] known who were in- 
duftrious, about 4 Year ago, in reprefenting that For- 
treis, 
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trefs, efpecially in the City, of much //s Importance 
than it was generally efteem’d ; but now Things are 
quite alter’d. The King of Pruffa is grown inconfi- 
derable ; and Gibraltar is thought of the atmo? Con- 
Sequence to Great Britain. 

The fame almoft may be faid of the Offend Trade ; 
which has been alternately reprefented as a Matter of 
very great and of mo Importance, at different Times, 
for fome Years paft. It is certain that, at one Time, 
ten thoufand Pounds was efteemed too high a Purchafe 
of it. But, I think, the Abolition of it is now ge- 
nerally allow’d to be of very great Importance—to the 
mp im, Company. 

efore I conclude, it is proper to obferve, that 
thefe time-ferving Wretches form all their Notions 
of Mankind, according as they are iw or out of Fa- 
vour with their Patrons. For this Reafon, it is no 
uncommon Thing to hear a Man extoli’d in their 
Difcourfes as an Angel one Day, and degraded into 
a Demon the next. Not only his Prodity, but his 
Abilities alfo, which were before univerfally acknow- 
ledged, fhall immediately leffen in their Eyes, and 
fhrink up like a Gourd, as foon as the Influence of the 
Court Sun is withdrawn from them. Experience e- 
very Day gives us fufficient Proof of This ; which is 
fo true, that I remember, about fix Years ago, I 
happened to be in a publick Coffee-houfe, where I 
heard one of the greatef# Orators of the Age, who 
Was at that Time under a little Cloud, reprefented, 
with the general Approbation of the Company, as a 
mere Babler. 

It is farther obfervable, that when any Perfon, from 
a true Zeal for his King and Country, thinks himfelf 
obliged to oppofé the wicked Views of great Men, 
thefe abandoned Proftitutes are always ready with the 
ery of Difaffeftion, ill Defigns, Change of Principles, 
Difappointments and Revenge 3 which they would 
have regarded as a full Anfwer to the ftrongeft Rea- 
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ons and Reprefentations ; for judging of others by 
"heir own fordid Views, they think it impoflible for 
any Man to be aétuated by any other Principles than 
Self- ot Ambition ot Refentment. 

By thefe Means they hope to difcountenance Truth, 
and bring Pwblick-/piritedne/s and Patriotifm into con- 
tempt- 

But fuch kind of Reproaches come very awkardl 
ost Of their Mouths at prefent; fince they were fo 
lately confuted by the Praétice and Example of One, 
(whofe Authority, with Them at leaft, is undifputed) 
who, within the Memory of almoft every Child, did 
himfelf take the Liberty to diffent from his Superi- 
ors, in the moft publick, violent, and (I might fay) 
Outragious Manner ; and, fpeaking, at that Time, like 
a Country Gentleman, exclaim’d very loudly againft 
fuch Reflections as unjuft, unparliamentary, and tend- 
ing only to eftablifh an ab/olute Dependance on the 
Court. 

What I have faid, on this Head, can only relate to 
bad Minifters and unworthy Dependants; for a great 
Man, who has nothing but the Good of his Country 
at Heart, has no Occafion for fuch Yoo/s, and would 
feorn to make ufe of them ; from whence it is natural 
to infer, that we may, at any Time, in a great Mea- 
fure, judge of the Defigns of State/men from the Fa- 
aourites they chufe, and the Infruments they employ. 

D. 














